
Safeguarding at  

Brook Mead Academy 
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Every member of staff has a 

duty of care to safeguard our 

children. Take immediate  

action and report to us if you 

have any concerns. 
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Procedures:  

You might have a welfare concern about a pupil because of 

different reasons. It might be that a pupil discloses to you 

something concerning about them or about another pupil. 

It might be that an unexplained change in or concerning 

pattern of behaviour causes concern. A change in a pupil’s 

appearance might cause concern. An overheard conversa-

tion or a conversation with parents/carers/external agen-

cies might cause concern. No concern is too trivial.  

If a pupil makes a disclosure: 

Listen and do not comment upon what has been said;  

 Do not suggest alternative explanations for the pupil’s  

    worries;  

 Do not ask leading questions;  

Do not pass judgement;  

Do not promise any particular course of action;  

Do not promise confidentiality;  

Do not rush the pupil. The chances are it has taken a 

great deal of thought and courage to disclose.  

Do inform the pupil that you have a legal responsibility to 

inform the DSL who has experience of dealing with simi-

lar incidents;  

Do treat the pupil with sympathy and care and treat their 

disclosure as though it is true.  

Reporting a disclosure/concern: 

Make an immediate, careful record of what has been said 

using the child’s words wherever possible. Sign, time and 

date it. 

 Pass information to DSL/DDSL.  

Brook Mead Academy is committed to  

keeping all pupils safe both while at school 

and when off school premises. The school 

aims to create a culture of vigilance,  

recognising that ‘it could happen here’.  

 

The school always acts in the best interests 

of the pupils. It recognises that  

safeguarding pupils at Brook Mead  

Academy is everyone’s responsibility,  

including all staff, pupils, parents and  

visitors to the school. 



 

What is child abuse?  

It is maltreating a child. Somebody may abuse 

or neglect a child by inflicting harm or by  

failing to act to prevent harm. Children may 

be abused in a family or in a community 

setting by those known to them or, more 

rarely, by others. Abuse can take place wholly 

online, or technology may be used to  

facilitate offline abuse. They may be abused 

by an adult or adults or by another child or 

children.  

 

Types of abuse: 

There are four main categories of abuse:  

Physical abuse (physically harming a child). 

Emotional abuse (the persistent emotional  

   maltreatment of a child so that a child’s  

   emotional development is adversely affected). 

Sexual abuse (forcing or enticing a child to take 

part in sexual activities. This could include forcing 

a child to watch sexual activities or encouraging 

children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways. 

It is important to remember that both other  

  children and women can be involved in sexual     

abuse. Some sexual activities between children are  

   categorised as sexual abuse). 

Neglect (the persistent failure to meet a child’s 

physical and/or psychological needs, which is  

  likely to result in a child’s health or development     

being impaired).  

What is Safeguarding?  

  Protecting children from maltreatment;  

 Preventing impairment of children’s health 

or development;  

 Ensuring that children grow up in  

     circumstances consistent with the  

     provision of safe and effective care;  

 Taking action to enable all children to have 

the best outcomes.  

Additionally, Brook Mead Academy  is vigilant 

about the following:  

Child Sexual Exploitation (children receiving a 

material gift or perceived as a consequence 

of engaging in sexual activities);   

Child Criminal Exploitation/County Lines

(criminal gangs exploiting children to carry 

drugs/money or commit criminal activity.  

Peer on Peer abuse (this can include bullying 

and also forms of sexual abuse); 

Sexting/youth produced sexual imagery 

(children sending indecent images of them-

selves to others);  

Mental Health worries/concerns; 

 Children not attending school;  

 Children at risk of homelessness;  

Children exposed to domestic abuse; 

Forced marriage;  

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)* 

Radicalisation (the process by which a person 

comes to support terrorism and other forms 

of extremism).  

* Whilst you should speak to the DSL re concerns 

about FGM, there is a specific legal duty on teachers. 

If a teacher discovers that an act of FGM appears to 

have been carried out, they must report this directly 

to the police as well as inform the DSL.  

THE 3Rs 

RECEIVE - Listen, respect and note. 

REASSURE - Alleviate guilt, never promise 

confidentiality.  

RECORD - Sign and date and pass to DSL/

DDSL.  


