
What is 
History?

How significant 
was the 16th

century?

What were 
African 
Kingdoms like 
before 
colonization?

What can we learn
about the Triangular 

Trade from Olaudah 
Equiano’s memoir?

To what extent 
did the Industrial 
Revolution 
transform 
Britain?

Why was 
there 
another
World War?

What can evidence 
and testimonies 
reveal 
about the 
Holocaust?

What were the 
experiences of 
those migrating 
to Britain post 
WW2?

KS3 History Curriculum 
Map

KEY

Year 7 Year 8

Why did the 
world end 
up at war by 
1914?

What was 
the impact 
of invaders 

on England?

What would you 
find if you went 
back to c14th 
England? 

What 
travelled 
across the 
Silk Roads?

Year 9

How 
powerful 
were the 
English 
Medieval 
monarchs?

Which political 
Ideologies 
affected Britain 
and Europe 
post-WWI?

What do 
women’s 
voices reveal  
about 
Britain in the 
early 1900s?

How did the 
British rule 
their Empire 
during the 
Victorian 
period?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Big Overarching questions that provide coherence, sequence and an overall narrative as advocated by C. Counsell. Each big overarching questions is then split into  smaller enquiry questions that tighten the focus. The Year 7 curriculum starts off with a Baseline assessment to gauge students understanding and knowledge from KS2 allowing us to tailor the subsequent enquiries according to students needs. The ‘golden thread’ that binds the Year 7 curriculum design is How people lived? What did people people? And how were they ruled? And each overarching question with each smaller enquiry questions aims to explore these three distinct themes.
The golden thread that binds the Year 8 curriculum is the theme of change through revolutions (whether these are actual social revolutions like in the BOQ ‘why was there ‘An Age of Revolutions’’ or whether they explore religious revolutions/political/industrial etc. Each of the overarching questions aims to explore key events that changed the world and explain how the world has come to be today.
Moving on to Year, the theme that binds the BOQ together is ideologies and their impact for Britain, Europe and the world. For example, when studying about the causes of WWI students will be looking at MAIN or later on women’s suffrage and the Representation of Peoples’ Act all the way to the rise of fascism and WW2. The last OQ concludes the Year 9 curriculum with post-ww2 Britain and the experiences of those that migrated to Britain especially in the 60s and 70s with an emphasis on providing a historical narrative and understanding to the community on how Britain and specifically Leicester became the multi-cultural city that it is today.
The whole of the curriculum places a strong emphasis on second disciplinary concepts and the work of historians and historical scholarship. Therefore there will be an initiative towards Disciplinary reading (latest EEF publication) for students in order to experience the way historians think and write assisting them in their own attempt to develop and enhance their own writing skills. 
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Enquiry One: What is History? (Foundation unit) 
 

1. Introducing History as a discipline 
2. Looking at the ‘tools’ historians use to 

investigate the past: evidence, historical 
skills 

3. Introducing scholars to the term 
‘Interpretations’  
 

Enquiry One:  How significant was the 16th century? 
1. Spain & the New World 
2. Reformation 
3. English Reformation and consequences 
4. Elizabethan Religious Settlement 
5. Spanish Armada 
6. Tudor Society 

 
Enquiry One:  Why did the world go to war 
in 1914? 
 

0. MAIN causes of the First World 
War 

1. Why was is a ‘World War’? 
2. What was it like to be in the 

trenches? 
3. How did WWI end? 
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Enquiry Two: What was the impact of different 
invaders on England? 
 

1. Who were the Romans? 
2. What impact did the Romans have on 

British society? 
3. What impact did the Romans have on 

Leicester? 
4. Fall of the Roman Empire 
5. Migration up to 1066 
6. Who were the Anglo-Saxons and what 

was their impact on England? 
7. Who were the Vikings/Danes and what 

was their impact on England? 
8. Who were the Normans and what was 

their impact on England? 

 
Enquiry Two: How powerful were the medieval African 
Kingdoms? 
 

1. The Kingdom of Mali: Why did Mansa Musa become 
internationally recognised? 

2. The Kingdom of Benin: What do the Benin Bronzes 
show? 

3. Great Zimbabwe: How can we tell it was an important 
city? 

 
Enquiry Two: What were women 
campaigning for in the early 20th century?  
 
 

0. Suffragists VS Suffragettes: what 
were the main differences? 

1. How did Emily Davison call attention 
to the suffrage cause? 

2. Who was Princess Sophia Duleep 
Singh? 

3. Why is there a statue of a working-
class boot maker in Leicester Market? 
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Enquiry Three: What would you find if you went 
back to c14th England? 
 

0. Medieval Towns Vs Medieval Villages 
1. Life in the Middle Ages 
2. Life of peasants 
3. Case Study: Medieval Leicester 

 

 
Enquiry Three: How did the British rule their Empire during 
the Victorian period? 
 

1. Why did Britain want an empire? 
2. Chronology and overview of the British Empire 
3. How did British rule in India change from the 18th t to 

the 19th century? 
4. Ireland and the Home Rule 
5. The Scramble for Africa 

 
 

 
Enquiry Three:  What were the most 
significant theatres of WWII conflict? 
 

1. Inter-war political ideologies 
2. Germany’s troubles 
3. What were the most significant 

theatres of conflict? 
1. Battle of El Alamein 
2. Battle of Stalingrad 
3. Battle of Britain 
4. D-Day 
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Enquiry Four: How absolute was the power of 
English Medieval Monarchs? 
 

• What were the responsibilities of Medieval 
monarchs? 

• Was Eleanor of Aquitaine the most 
powerful Medieval Queen? 

• Who held more power in Medieval Times, 
the King or the Church? 

• Does John deserve such a negative 
interpretation? 

 
 

 
Enquiry Four: Why did Parliament abolish slavery throughout 
the British Empire in 1833? 
 

1. Why did the British begin transporting enslaved 
people across the Atlantic? 

2. What was the impact of the trade of enslaved people 
on West African culture and society? 

3. How did Britain benefit from the trade of enslaved 
Africans? 

4. What was the contribution of abolitionists to the end 
of the Transatlantic slave trade? 

 
Enquiry Four: How and why did the 
Holocaust happen? 
 

1. Why have Jewish people faced 
prejudice throughout History? 

2. How did the Nazis rule Germany? 
3. How did life change for German Jews 

and other minorities? 
4. What was the Warsaw ghetto 

Uprising? 
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Enquiry Five: What travelled across the Silk 
Roads? 
 

1. What were the Silk Roads? 
2. How did trade shape the world? 
3. Medieval Baghdad 
4. How significant were the Silk Roads in 

spreading the Black Death? 

 
Enquiry Five: How did the Industrial Revolution transform 
Britain? 
 

1. Introduction to the term ‘Industrial Revolution’. 
2. How was transport transformed as a result of the 

Industrial Revolution in Britain? 
3. What were the working conditions in Victorian 

factories? 
4. What were the living conditions in Industrial 

cities? 

 
Enquiry Five: What did Post-war Europe and 
Britain look like? 
 

0. Origins of the Cold War: Who 
were the two new emerging 
powers? 

1. Fall of the British Empire: What 
happened to Britain’s colonies 
after the end of WWII? 

2. Multicultural Britain 
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